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equally well. He deluded the ecclesiastics by a false show of
friendship with the Pope's nuncio. At his instigation the Con-
vocations of Canterbury and of York were forced to approve
two propositions: first, that the Pope could not lawfully grant
a dispensation for a man to marry a woman who had been his
deceased brother's wife in fact; and second, Catherine of Aragon
had been Prince Arthur's wife in fact.
Anticlerical feeling was very pronounced in the Reformation
Parliament. Because of this, Henry was able to gain parlia-
mentary sanction of an act forbidding appeals to Rome against
the decisions of English ecclesiastical courts. He did this by
basing his argument on the specious, conservative plea that
general councils had determined that suits should be determined
in the place in which they originated. The only opposition to
this act arose from the fear of the commercial interests that its
passage might arouse a papal interdict which would interrupt
trade with the Netherlands. This fear Henry removed by per-
suading his House of Commons that the wool trade was as im-
portant to the Flemings as it was to the English. Having been
assured that no commercial loss would result, Parliament
passed the Act of Appeals, which secured the jurisdiction of
English ecclesiastical courts in English matters.
The investment of his man Cranmer was dispatched. All
obstacles to the legal right of the Archbishop to absolve the ties
binding Henry VIII to his deceased brother's wife had been re-
moved by the end of April, 1533. No time was lost. Thomas,
Archbishop Cranmer, opened his court at Dustable on May 10.
Although Catherine refused to recognize the jurisdiction of this
court or to appear there, on 23 May the new English archbishop
pronounced as the sentence of the court that Henry and
Catherine had never been husband and wife. Five days later,
without mentioning the date or place of the ceremony, Cranmer
was also able to announce that Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn
were lawfully married. In an incredibly short time after the
King learned that Anne was to present him with a child, Henry
VIII had established the legitimacy of the unborn child.
On i June, being Whitsunday, Anne Boleyn was crowned
Queen in Westminster with gorgeous ceremony and no little